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The Missing Pieces of the Epiphany by MICHELLE ARNOLD

The approach of Epiphany would not be complete without the yearly appearance of social-media memes speculating about the appearance of
wise women at the nativity scene, who instead of bearing gold, frankincense, and myrrh would have asked for directions, brought more practical
gifts, cleaned the stable for the Holy Family, etc. Although just a lighthearted joke, these memes do remind us that the infancy narratives of Christ
don’t offer a complete narrative of the circumstances surrounding Christ’s birth. The evangelists chose to highlight events that were helpful for the
audiences for whom they were writing: The sacred authors wrote the four Gospels, selecting some things from the many which had been handed on
by word of mouth or in writing, reducing some of them to a synthesis, explaining some things in view of the situation of their churches and
preserving the form of proclamation but always in such fashion that they told us the honest truth about Jesus (Dei Verbum 19, emphasis added).
Let’s take the visit of the wise men as an example of a story where St. Matthew gives us the broad outline but leaves out a lot of little details.
Judging from the space he allots to their visit, the arrival of the wise men was far more important to Matthew than the details surrounding Christ’s
birth. Unlike St. Luke, who talked about the search for a place to stay, the angels, and the shepherds, Matthew cuts straight to the visitors from the
East: Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him” (Matt. 2:1–2). One of the
strangest facets of the story of the wise men is that St. Joseph disappears at the start of the story. So far, Matthew had been telling his infancy
narrative from Joseph’s point of view, but when the wise men arrive, he was nowhere to be seen—returning only after the wise men have left: When
they [the wise men] saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him. . . . Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream (Matt. 2:10–13).
Even thinkers as pragmatic as Benedict XVI have tried to find deep theological meaning in Joseph’s absence. In his life of Christ, the pope emeritus
wrote: I have yet to find a completely convincing explanation. There are one or two passages in the Old Testament where particular significance is
attached to the figure of the queen mother . . . . But this is probably not enough. No doubt [Joachim] Gnilka is correct when he suggests that this is
Matthew’s way of reminding us of the virgin birth and marking Jesus out as the Son of God. Or, perhaps, as the street-corner apologist, Frank Sheed
pointed out, St. Joseph wasn’t there when the wise men arrived simply because he was out earning a living for his family. If the wise men showed up
after the presentation at the temple, which seems likely since Joseph and Mary gave the offering of the poor and not a tithe of the gifts the wise
men brought, then Joseph likely had to be working for the sake of survival. Although we cannot discount the possibility of deeper theological
meaning to Joseph’s absence in Matthew’s account, we can note that it also points to the historical authenticity of the Gospels. The evangelists wrote
what they knew; they didn’t fill in details or create fanciful stories about Jesus’ childhood, as did some of the writers of the early Christian apocrypha.
We may also wonder why Matthew focuses on the visit of the gentiles from the East whereas Luke focuses on the visit of the Jewish shepherds;
after all, Matthew wrote his Gospel for Jewish Christians while Luke, a companion of St. Paul, wrote his Gospel for the gentiles to whom Paul
preached. The theme of Epiphany is the manifestation of the Messiah of Israel to the gentiles, which would have been hard for many Jews of the time
to accept. The expected Messiah was supposed to deliver Israel from its non-Jewish enemies; it wasn’t anticipated that he would deliver the gentiles,
as well as the Jews, from their common foe of sin and death. As the Catechism teaches: The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of
Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East,
together with his baptism in the Jordan and the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. In the magi, representatives of the neighboring pagan religions, the
Gospel sees the first-fruits of the nations, who welcome the good news of salvation through the Incarnation. . . . The Epiphany shows that “the full
number of the nations” now takes its “place in the family of the patriarchs,” and . . . is made “worthy of the heritage of Israel (528).
In a sense, the story of the Epiphany is a foreshadowing of Christ’s passion. Men from the East, representing all the peoples of the earth, arrive at
a place where Christ is at his most vulnerable, watched over by his mother. They recognize him to be the fulfillment of the promise of the star they
followed and worshiped him (Matt. 2:11). They gave him gifts that anticipated his burial. What we tend to overlook, though, is that it wasn’t just the
Holy Family that was rescued from Herod by the angel that appeared to Joseph. The wise men, too, were warned not to return to Herod precisely
because their lives would have been in danger had they done so. If the Holy Innocents were the first martyrs for Christ, then the wise men were
among the first of his disciples to find salvation.
The Myth that Religion Causes War by JIMMY AKIN Religion is inherently violent, producing countless wars.” DEFENSE
This claim does not withstand scrutiny. War is not unique to humanity. Other species—including ants, bees, and chimpanzees—wage war,
understood as the organized, collective use of lethal violence against external enemies (such as for control of territory). Yet these species do not have
religion. War’s roots are thus non-religious. Religion is a human universal, and historically there have been no atheist societies. It is thus impossible
to argue that non-religious societies were less violent than religious ones. The officially atheist societies that arose in the Communist world in the
twentieth century were not more peaceful than others. They warred, exported revolution, and killed tens of millions of people, including their own
citizens. If religion predisposed people to violence, we should see this on the small scale, yet violent criminals don’t usually seem to be devout
churchgoers. Like non-religious viewpoints, religions have differing attitudes toward violence, ranging from advocating violence for a variety of causes to advocating it only in self-defense to thoroughgoing pacifism. One cannot tar all religious viewpoints with the same brush. If religion can inspire
people to kill, it can also inspire them to refrain from killing (“You shall not kill,” Exod. 20:13; “Love your enemies,” Matt. 5:44). Similarly, if lack of
religious zealotry deprives one non-religious person of a motive to kill, another non-religious person may go on to slay because he is not constrained by religious values against killing.
Ultimately, religions don’t go to war. Governments do, and they usually must convince an ambivalent populace of their decision to do so. In this, they
may use religion as a motivating factor (whether or not the religion of the enemies is different), but that doesn’t make religion the cause of war.
Often wars are fought when there is no difference in religion. In the bloodiest war in U.S. history, the Civil War, the North and the South had the
same religion. Most wars are not fought over religious goals such as converting, subjugating, or killing people because they have a different religion.
Instead, they are fought over secular goals such as control of territory and resources, self-determination, defending national prestige, or seeking
revenge for perceived wrongs. For more, see The Myth of Religious Violence by William Cavanaugh.

In Christ, Father Raed Bader
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Immaculate Conception
Opening Plan for the
Adoration Chapel

Chapel will be unlocked
every day from 6:00 am 6.00
pm Chapel will be locked
every night from 6:00 pm –
6:00 am (use code) If you do
not feel well or experiencing
a fever, cough, or respiratory
symptoms, please do not visit the chapel until your
symptoms subside.
Important Notes
The chapel is limited to two adorers at a time. The seats are
blocked off to ensure social distancing. If there are two
adorers present when you arrive, please wait outside the
building in your car until one person leaves.
For family adoration the chapel is limited for one household
at a time.
Parishioner/adorers must wear a face mask.
Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance of the chapel
for parishioners to use. Adorers are responsible for keeping
the chapel clean. Cleaning spray will be available. Please clean
anything that you touch, especially your seat area right
before you leave, door handles, any sink, toilet handle and
light switches.
When entering you must follow these steps:
Total Reverence at All Times!
1. Upon entering the chapel sanitize your hands.
2. Put gloves on to sign in & to remove the cover from
the monstrance.
3. Keep your gloves on if you want to light a candle.
4. Keep social distance from any other adorer.
5. Pick your spot and be with “Our Lord”.
When leaving you must follow these steps)
6. Put your gloves on to cover the monstrance.
(Do not spray the monstrance.)
7. Use sanitizing spray and wipe with a cloth where you sat.
Sanitize light switches. If you brought Bible, etc. Take
with you. (No literature left behind)
8. If someone else is praying you may leave the monstrance
uncovered skip step 6, but must do 7 & 8.
If you use the washroom, use sanitizer wipes (provided in
the bathroom) on all surface areas that you come in
contact with, including counter, faucets, toilet seat &
doorknobs, inside and out. Please dispose of wipes in the
wastebasket. Do not flush down the toilet.
Other strongly encouraged Steps for Sanitation:
Minimize touching surfaces with your hand (e.g. Use your feet
to move the kneeler.) Spray door handles. Sanitize hands
thoroughly before leaving.
For any questions or concerns contact the ministry
coordinator – Anita Scheer (815-739-9767).

Page 3

Opening Plan for
Adoration Chapel

Chapel will be opened everyday
5:00am - 11:00pm
If you do not feel well or
experiencing a fever, cough, or
respiratory symptoms, please do
not visit the chapel until your
symptoms subside.
Important Notes
The chapel is limited to two adorers at a time. The seats are
blocked off to ensure social distancing. If there are two
adorers present when you arrive, please wait outside the
building/in your car until one person leaves. The Chapel will
be cleaned each morning and candles will be lit by
George Kaluzny.
For family adoration the chapel is limited for one household
at a time.
Parishioners/adorers must wear a face-mask.
Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance of the chapel
for Parishioners to use.
The Chapel will have no Literature and seat cushions will be
removed.
Adorers are responsible for keeping the chapel clean.
Cleaning spray will be available. Please clean anything that
you touch, especially your seat area right before you leave,
door handles, and any sink or toilet handle.
When entering you must follow these steps:
Total Reverence at All Times!
1. Before entering the chapel sanitize your hands.
2. You must sign in the time you arrived in the Perpetual
Adoration Sign-In book.
3. Open Tabernacle if it is closed.
4. Pick your spot and be with “Our Lord”.
When leaving you must follow these steps:
5. Before you close the tabernacle sanitize your hands and
spray (where you touched)
6. Sanitize spray where you sat.
7. If you brought a bible, ect. take with you.
(No literature left behind)
8. If someone else is praying you may skip step 5, but must
do 6, 7 & 8.
If you use the washroom, sanitize (spray) all surface areas
that you come in contact with, including counter, faucets,
toilet seat & door knobs, inside and out.
Other strongly encouraged Steps for Sanitation:
Minimize touching surfaces with your hand (e.g. use your feet
to move the kneeler up and down) spray off the door
handles. Sanitize hands thoroughly before leaving.
For any questions or concerns contact the ministry
coordinator George Kaluzny: 815-474-5099.
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Family Faith Formation
This week we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of the
Lord. This feast celebrates the first time that the Jesus,
the newborn King, is revealed to the world. The three
Kings’ journey, following the star to seek the long
awaited Savior, brings them to a lowly stable in Bethlehem. They experience the paradox of Christmas; the
newborn King of the Jews not found in a royal palace,
but in a humble manger. The tiny infant is the picture
of humility. The three kings offer gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. The gold is a gift suitable for a
King. The frankincense is a gift appropriate for the
great High Priest as he offers sacrifice. The myrrh is a
gift that portrays the type of death that Jesus will die
for us; myrrh being a burial spice in the days of Christ.
The question that this feast begs of us today is “How far
will you go for Christ?” When we were baptized as
infants, the priest or deacon prayed the prayer of
Ephpheta over us as he touched our ears and our lips.
The word Ephpheta means “to be opened”. The prayer
goes like this: “The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and
the dumb speak. May He soon touch your ears to receive
His word and yours lips to proclaim His faith to the
praise and glory of Our Lord Jesus Christ.”
You see, just as Jesus was born that He might die for us
and open the gates of Heaven, we are born that we
might attain that gift of Heaven that He won for us. In
other words, we are made for Heaven. We do our part,
whether we are young or old, by listening for the Word
of God and then by proclaiming God’s Kingdom to the
ends of the earth, which for us is every person we encounter in our lives.
Let us pray this weekend that we will continue the work
that the Three Kings started so many years ago. May
we go the distance and proclaim Jesus to everyone we
know and love. May we also embrace the humility that
Jesus shows us as infant and as Our Redeemer.

New Year’s blessings to all!

Deacon Bill

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary presently serves
hundreds of families in the Coal City and surrounding
areas. Immaculate Conception Parish presently serves
over one hundred Parishioners in the Braidwood and
surrounding areas. Many Catholics attend either of
these Parishes Mass and consider it their “spiritual
home”. However, they are not formally registered at
either Parish. Why not take the opportunity to be “one
of the family”.
For those who are new to either Roman Catholic parish,
we hope you find the grace and love of Jesus Christ in
the teachings and the ways of the Catholic Faith. As
you become more acquainted with either parish, you
may find and area in which to share. The success of our
Parish and bringing the Faith to others depend on the
work, sacrifice, prayers, and cooperation of all of us.
To register, simply fill out the form below and return it
to the Parish Offices through the mail or return it to the
Sunday Offering. You can also register on-line by going
to our Parish website of your choice. Our Parish
Secretaries will contact you to complete your
registration.
Once again, welcome. If you would like to learn more
about the Parish, you can call the Parish offices.
God Bless you,

Father Raed Bader
Name
Home Phone:

Email Address:

Cell Phone:
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Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God at Assumption Church
Thursday, December 31st at 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (New Year’s Eve)
*Friday, January 1 at 8:30 a.m. Mass (New Year’s Day)
Sunday, January 3rd - Solemnity of Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday, January 10th - Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
*A Holy Day of Obligation. All Catholics are bound to attend Mass the same as on Sunday

Page 5

January 3, 2021

Epiphany of the Lord

Page 6

Monthly Devotions in Honor of
Saint Peregrine / Assumption Parish
Patron of those who suffer from Cancer
or any incurable disease or condition
Tuesday, January 5th is the FIRST TUESDAY
of the month, and we will hold our monthly
devotions in honor of Saint Peregrine, the
patron saint of those who suffer from cancer
or any incurable disease or condition, at
6:30pm in the church.
Cancer and chronic sickness and pains
touches every family. Many are suffering, and
we all need prayers and encouragement from one another. When we
are linked by the power of prayer, we, as it were hold each other’s
hand as we walk side by side along a slippery path; and thus by the
bounteous disposition of charity, it comes about that the harder each
one leans on the other, the more firmly we are riveted together in true
Christian love... [Saint Gregory the Great]
The early facts about Saint Peregrine are few and uncertain. He was
born in Italy around 1265. He and his family were part of the
anti-Papal forces seeking to usurp the temporal power of the Pope in
the Papal States. When Saint Phillip Benizi was sent by the Pope to
preach reform, Peregrine, then a young man was part of the protest
against him, and even struck the Saint. The moment of striking Saint
Phillip seemed to drastically change Peregrine. This enemy of the
Church had a dramatic change of heart. He began to channel his
energies into good works and eventually he joined the Servants of
Mary, and pronounced his vows as a Servite at the age of 30. He never
was ordained a priest, never thinking himself worthy of such a great
honor. But, he nonetheless dedicated his life to the sick, the poor, and
the fringe people of society. He also imposed a special penance on
himself- to stand whenever it was not necessary to sit. This led to
varicose veins. The varicose veins deteriorated into an open, running
sore on his leg. The sore was later diagnosed as cancer. The wound
became so obvious, odorous and painful that the local surgeon
scheduled surgery to amputate the leg. Suddenly, Peregrine was
confronted with the ugliness and suffering of his own life. The night
before the operation he prayed before the crucifix in the Priory
Chapter Room. His prayer led him to a deep trance-like sleep, during
which he envisioned the crucified Christ leaving the cross and touching his cancerous leg. When Peregrine awoke, he discovered the
wound healed and the leg saved. He lived for twenty more years, and
died on May 1st, 1345 at the age of 80. Canonized a Saint on
December 27th, 1726, he has been named the patron Saint of those
who suffer from cancer. The power of his intercession is known to be
great. Join us Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m. for Mass and then for
devotional prayers to the Lord in honor of Saint Peregrine. The blessing with the relic of Saint Peregrine will be given, and Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament will also be a part of the evening service. If
you, or someone you know, suffers from this disease, join us for
prayer and ask for healing, an increase in faith, acceptance of God’s
will, and strength to bear whatever God asks of you.
May
Saint Peregrine pray for us, that we may be made worthy of the
promises of Christ!

In Christ,

Father Bader

PROMISE FULFILLED
Isaiah reminds the people of God that the land shall
be restored to their possession, they shall rejoice to
see their people return from the bondage of exile,
and they shall be a light to the nations. In other
words, through the people of Israel, the Savior shall
come to all people who seek God with a sincere
heart. This brings joy and the radiance of God’s
glory to all the world and to all people everywhere.
Through the fidelity of the people of God, and
through God’s fidelity to them, all people shall
become God’s children and rejoice in the fulfillment
of God’s promise to Israel. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The
Lord shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears
over you (Isaiah 60:1-6).
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you
(Psalm 72).
Second Reading — The Gentiles are coheirs, copartners
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel
(Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, looking for the
newborn king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72: 1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;
Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday:
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-

10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Acts 10:34-38 or
1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11
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Giving Tree
A huge thank you to all Assumption and Immaculate Conception Parishioners
who participated in the Giving Tree program together both Parishes raised
$3,500.00 in gift cards. These gift cards and monetary donations will help
families in Coal City and Diamond area for Christmas and the
Braidwood Food Pantry.

Split the Pot

Our Super Bowl Square
Fundraiser has begun!

Our Split the Pot Raffle was a huge
success, thanks to the many generous
parishioners from both Assumption and
Immaculate Conception churches, who
participated. The lucky winner,
Jodi Hanley, was awarded $1,038, which
was a 25% split of the overall pot of
$4,150. The remaining % split that went
to
Assumption Church, will help with
much needed operating funds during this pandemic, as mass
attendance and weekly giving is less than normal. A special thanks
goes out to the First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association, for
sponsoring this event with a $600 matching fund. The Assumption
Stewardship Committee is thankful for the participation in this
fundraising event for our church, and also thankful to FCSLA for
their continued support of our parish activities. (If you are
considering purchasing life insurance or annuities, for yourself or
loved ones, please reach out to Ruth Dillon @ (815) 341-9592 to
discuss the products offered by FCSLA.)

$50, $20, and $10 boards are being
run with 100 squares on each available
for purchase. There will be 8 winners
on each board. Of all the donations
collected, half the money will go to
winnings on each board, and the rest
will be donated to the Church
fundraiser.

Many thanks to our Assumption and
Immaculate Parishioners who participated in
Our Sweet Sunday Bake Sale on Sunday,
December 12 and 13 it was a huge success
bringing in a total of $1,574.00 these
proceeds will go into the Assumption’s
operating fund. Congratulations to Adeline Poulos who won the
Christmas Raffle Basket.
The CCW at Immaculate Conception
would like to thank all who donated toward the
Christmas Raffle
Congratulations to the following winners:
Rachel Barks - $250 Gerry Saltzman - $200
Maria Zobel - $100 Rosa Lee Koslowski - $75

How Super Bowl Squares work:
Each board ($50, $20, or $10) features
10 rows and 10 columns, adding up to
100 squares. One of the Super Bowl
teams will be assigned the rows, while
the other team will be assigned the
columns. Once all squares on a board
have been bought, the numbers
between zero and nine are randomly
chosen for each row and column,
which allows for every possible score
combination.
At the end of every quarter, the person
whose square corresponds with the
intersection of the second digit of
each team’s score wins a prize (for example, a 14–7 score at the end of the
first quarter pays out the owner of the
square at row 4, column 7). Also,
whoever has the reverse score (same
example: row 7, column 4), will win
too.
Contact Drew Benson
@
815-791-6148
or
andrew.benson0206@gmail.com to
purchase squares! Payment can be
made with Cash, Check (written to
Assumption of BVM Church), or
electronic methods like Paypal or
Venmo.

January 3, 2021

Epiphany of the Lord

FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET
We are pleased to announce that the
Diocese of Joliet has granted us
permission to open our church for
weekend and daily Mass effective
Saturday, June 6, 2020 at 4:00 pm.
Please understand that we must follow the following
guidelines set forth by the Diocese in order to be
compliant with our re-opening:
RESERVATIONS-Assumption & Immaculate
A weekend reservation must be made to attend
a specific Mass by going to our web site:
www.stmaryassumptionparish.org or
icparishbraidwood.org and using sign up
Genius.
Reservations will start on Mondays for the
weekend masses.
You will not need a
reservation for weekday masses, but you must
sign in at the church.
Reservations will also be taken by phone for
those that do not have the means to do so
by computer. However, if you have the
ability to sign up online, we please ask that
you do so. You may call the parish office at
815-634-4171.
Your name will be included on the reservation
list that will be used to check you in before
Mass. Each Mass will be limited to 70 in the
church
CHECK IN BEFORE MASS
Please plan on arriving a minimum of 15
minutes before your Mass time Entry into the
Church is via the Northeast (parking lot) Doors.
You will be welcomed by a volunteer who will:
Make sure you are wearing a mask
Confirm your reservation
Direct you to an usher who will assist in
seating you
The church seating has been adjusted
for social distancing and please note
you must be patient and understand
that you will not be able to sit where
you usually did in the past.
Assumption Church and Immaculate Conception Church
needs volunteers to help with Masses. Please call the
Parish Offices to learn more.
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PROCEDURES DURING MASS
According to the directives given by the
Diocese of Joliet, Masses will be simplified, i.e.
for the sake of time needed to clean and
disinfect the church in-between Masses.
No hymnals or Sunday bulletins will
available and singing during Mass
discouraged until restrictions are lifted

be
is

Holy Water fonts will remain empty.
Collection boxes are set up at each of the Church
exits. Please be as generous as possible in supporting the Church
Communion will be distributed by hand and by
mouth under the Diocese guidelines.
When receiving communion, your mask should
be lowered but replaced immediately after reception of the Sacred Host, per IDPH and CDC
guidelines.
After Mass, everyone is asked to leave
the kneelers down and leave immediately so that
we can clean and disinfect the church for the
next Mass. Social gatherings before or after
Mass are not to be held!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Please note that you will not be allowed entry
into the church unless you are wearing a mask.
Please bring hand sanitizer with you and check
your temperature at home. If you have one,
please do not come to church.

MASS SCHEDULE
Assumption
Tuesday: 6:30 pm
First Tuesday mass Followed by Saint Peregrine
Devotion and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament
Wednesday & Friday: 8:30 am
Saturday: 4:00 pm
First Saturday of the Month 8:30 am mass and
Anointing of the Sick
Sunday: 7:30 am and 11:30 am

Immaculate Conception
Thursday: 8:30 am
*Sunday: 9:30 am
*will be held at Assumption Church
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Food Pantry Information

Name

Location/Phone

Hours

Help For Hope

100 S. Baima
Coal City
(815) 518-2000 —24/7

Open Wed
9am-12pm
4pm—6pm

Assumption Food Pantry see above
Braidwood
Food
Pantry

St. Vincent Monday night meals will be served at The
United Methodist Church in January and February in
Coal City at 5:00 p.m. March and April 2021 St. Vincent
will be held at the Immaculate Conception Church in
Braidwood.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the meals will continue to
be carry out only.
Currently we are serving
approximately 150 meals each week. Funds are needed
to purchase food to prepare a hot nutritious meal for
anyone in need-free of charge, as well as carryout
containers. We will also be in need of weekly desserts
and those can be dropped off on Mondays at the
kitchen door. Thank you for your generosity-past and
present. If you would like to make a monetary donation
to help this ministry, make checks payable to
St. Vincent.
Currently there are 5 area churches involved in this
ministry, but we would like to add a 6th church. If you
know of any interested in helping for 2 months at a
time, please call Cindi Grove 815-735-1432. Please share
our ministry with any and everyone!
Please share this article with your friends. Thank you
and God Bless.

112 Center St.
Braidwood
(630) 738-8863

Open Tues.
8am—12pm
Open Thurs.
1pm —3PM

Ignite Christian Micro Food Pantry 24 hours in front of church
Church
more information (815) 390-5040
Top Fuel
Saloon
Coal City Food
Pantry at Coal
City Methodist
Church
We Care of
Grundy
County

275 S. Hickory
Braidwood

Open 1st and 3rd
Friday of the Month
4pm — 5PM

6805 E. McArdle Rd.
Coal City

Open Mondays
9am — 11am
and Thursdays
1pm —3pm

(815) 216-3288
530 Bedford
Morris
(815) 942-6389

Food Distribution
Wed—Fri.
1 pm—3pm by
appointment only

St. Vincent Free Hot Meals
Coordinator, Cindi Grove: (815) 941-2200
Or (815)735-1432 Changes Location every two Months
New Hope
Presbyterian
Church

80 N. Garfield
Coal City

November 9/
December

United
Methodist
Church

6805 E. McArdle Rd.
Coal City

January/February

Immaculate
Conception

110 S. School Street
Braidwood

March/April

Ignite Christian 1180 W. 1st Street
Church
New Hope
Presbyterian
United
Methodist
Church
Assumption
Church

May/June

80 N. Garfield
Coal City

July/August

6805 E. McArdle Rd.
Coal City

September/October

180 S. Kankakee street November /December

January 3, 2021

Epiphany of the Lord

Mass Intentions
SUNDAY January 3

Sacrament of Penance
Confession Schedule

Epiphany of the Lord

7:30 AM Mass (AP)
For All Parishioners of Immaculate & Assumption Parishes

*9:30 AM Mass (AP)

*(IC Mass will be held at Assumption Church)
For All Parishioners of Immaculate & Assumption Parishes
Bill Scheer (John & Teri Jo Boylan)

11:30 AM Mass (AP)
Jim Watters (Family)
Keith & Roy Wills (Larry, Donna & Family)
Alice Mae Shuler (Family)

TUESDAY January 5

St. Peregrine Mass

6:30 PM Mass (AP) followed by St. Peregrine at 7:00 pm
For those who are Suffering from any incurable Diseases

WEDNESDAY January 6

SATURDAY
3:15 PM to 3:45 PM Before the 4:00 PM Mass at Assumption Church

SUNDAY
Following the 9:30 AM Mass at Assumption Church

This Week’s Events
AP: Assumption Parish

IC: Immaculate Conception

Sunday January 3
No Events

Monday January 4
5:00 PM —St. Vincent United Methodist Church Coal City

Tuesday January 5

8:30 AM Mass (AP)
James Dabluskis

Braidwood Community Food Pantry Open - 630 738-8863 for Details

Thursday January 7

8:30 AM Mass (IC)
Ryan & Carl Bauter (Donna & Jim Mark)

FRIDAY January 8

8:30 AM Mass (AP)
For those who are sick from the COVID-19 virus

SATURDAY January 9

Wednesday January 6
Assumption Food Pantry Open - 815 518-2000 for Details

Thursday January 7
Braidwood Community Food Pantry Open - 630 738-8863 for Details

Friday January 8

4:00 PM Mass (AP)
Keith Wills (Sam & Ce Marinich)

SUNDAY January 10

Page 10

No Events

Baptism of the Lord

7:30 AM Mass (AP)
Special Intentions to the Collins Family (Pete & Carm Collins)

*9:30 AM Mass (AP)

*(IC Mass will be held at Assumption Church)
For All Parishioners of Immaculate & Assumption Parishes
James Creed (Family)
11:30 AM Mass (AP)
For All Parishioners of Assumption & Immaculate Parishes

The 2021 Mass Intention book is open. If you would like to
schedule a Mass Intention, please either use your envelope
and drop it in the appropriate collection basket with your
mass intention dates or you may also call the Parish
Offices during normal business hours.

Saturday January 9
No Events

Sunday January 10
12:30 PM—Baptism

COUNTERS

January 3, 2021

Epiphany of the Lord
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Assumption Weekly Offering + E-Giving

Dear parishioners,
The “theme” for this year’s Appeal is Be Kind and Merciful.
This year’s parish goal for Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish is $33,700.
For Immaculate Conception Parish $11,200.
Congratulations to the parishioners of Immaculate
Conception parish who pledged and paid their goal in record
time with 50+ donors. Again the goal was $11,200, $19,207
was pledged, and $18,557 was paid on the goal.
Thank you to the parishioners of Assumption parish who have
pledged and paid toward their goal. Again, the goal is
$33,700. So far $31,901 has been pledged with 180+ donors,
and $31,109 has already been paid on the goal.
Let’s continue to pray that both parishes meet and exceed
their target goals. We’ve met and exceeded our goals for the
last eleven years. Let’s do it again with God’s grace to inspire
us to be good and generous stewards. 70 percent of the
amounts we raise over our goal amounts are returned to us
for our needs in the parish. Please prayerfully reflect on your
gift to this year’s Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal and make
a commitment very soon if you are able.

2020-21 Annual Offering
Budget
Budget Projection

$255,000

YTD
Budget
FiscalOffering
YTD Budget
Projection (As of 11/30/2020)

$107,888
$107,000

YTD
Offering
FiscalActual
YTD Actual
Collection (As of 11/30/2020)

$115,616

Last Week’s Mass Offering
Last Week’s E-giving
Mass Offering Will be published at a
later date
Last Week’s Total Offering
Last Week’s E-giving Offering

Sunday Weekly Goal

Last Week’s Total Offering Will be published at a
later date

Last Week’s Goal

4,211
$1,135
$
$5,346
$
$4,904
$
$4,904

Assumption Church Building Loan Balance As Of
December 2020
Original Note Amount
Monthly Loan Payment
Current Loan Balance
Principal Reduction
Additional Principal Reduction
Interest Applied to Date

$796,607
$3,574
$555,036
$50,571
$191,000
$57,349

Immaculate Conception Weekly Offering
2020-21 Annual Budget Projection

$80,600

Thank you for considering the most generous pledge possible
to this year’s annual appeal.

Fiscal YTD Budget Projection (As of 11/30/2020)

$33,583

Fiscal YTD Actual Collection (As of 11/30/2020)

$34,835

In Christ,

2019 Prior Year Sunday Collection Will be published
at a later date

$

2020 Sunday Collection (12//2020) Will be published

$

Father Bader

at a later date

Sunday Weekly Goal

$1,550

Prayer List
In Your Charity, please Pray for the Sick of
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
Immaculate Conception Parishes:

Dennis Bembenek, Charlie Boyd, Ryan Collins,
Lucille Edgar, Marjorie Flynn, Katie Hakey, David Hiller,
Sue Kelleher, Emily Larson, Frank Lestina, Donna Mark,
Jessica Malkowski James Meyers, Richard Marizza, Sr,
Brian Pope, Tom Powers, Charlie Tatroe, Jr,
Susan Tarman, Arlette Testa

January 3, 2021

Epiphany of the Lord

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
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www.stmaryassumptionparish.org

195 South Kankakee Street ● Coal City, IL 60416
Voice (815) 634-4171
Office Hours: M-TH 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

After Hours (815) 634-4171 Ext. 5

Pastor

Reverend Raed Bader

(815) 634-4171 Ext 2

Father.Bader89@gmail.com

Deacon

Deacon William Dunn

(815) 634-4171 Ext 3

deacon.dunn@stmaryassumptionparish.org

Business Manager

Richard Yarshen

(815) 634-4171 Ext 4

business.manager@stmaryassumptionparish.org

Property Manager

Alex Kuhel

Parish Secretary

Tricia DiChristofano

Youth Ministry

Dave & Sara Wollgast

(815) 287-2036

youth.ministry@stmaryassumptionparish.org

Music Coordinator

Rita Wise

(815) 634-4171

music@stmaryassumptionparish.org

Director of Catechesis

Deacon William Dunn

(815) 634-4171
(815) 634-4171 Ext 1

(815) 634-4171 Ext 3

propmgr.abvm@gmail.com
secretary@stmaryassumptionparish.org

catechesis@stmaryassumptionparish.org

Immaculate Conception Parish

www.icparishbraidwood.org

110 South School Street ● Braidwood, IL 60416
Voice (815) 458-2125
Office hours vary; please call Parish Office to schedule an appointment.

FAX (815) 458-2836

Pastor

Reverend Raed Bader

(815) 634-4171 Ext 2

Deacon

Deacon Greg Cummins

(815) 735-3016

icparishbraidwood@gmail.com

Parish Secretary &
Business Manager

Teri Brummerstedt

(815) 458-2125 Ext 6

icparishbraidwood@gmail.com

Youth Ministry

Dave & Sara Wollgast

(815) 287-2036

icparishbraidwood@gmail.com

Director of Catechesis Deacon William Dunn

(815) 634-4171 Ext 3

Father.Bader89@gmail.com

deacon.dunn@stmaryassumptionparish.org

Sacraments
BAPTISM Parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation meeting prior to the Baptism. Contact the Parish Secretary to register.
Assumption 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month after 11:30 AM Mass.
Immaculate Conception 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month.

MARRIAGE Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance. Marriage Preparation Classes are required to be completed before the
Sacrament of Marriage can be celebrated. Please contact the parish office before making wedding arrangements.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK First Saturday during the 8:30 AM Mass at Assumption Church or by appointment.
Devotions in Honor of St. Peregrine, the patron Saint of those who suffer with cancer or any incurable disease or condition, are held on the first
Tuesday of each month following the 6:30 PM Mass at Assumption Church.
RECONCILIATION

Assumption Wednesday and First Fridays before the 8:30 AM Mass Saturday evening from 3:20 - 3:45 PM
Immaculate Conception Thursdays following the 8:30 AM Mass

FUNERALS Funeral liturgies are ordinarily celebrated at 10:00 AM. The funeral director will contact Father Raed Bader regarding arrangements.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION CHAPEL
Assumption
The Adoration Chapel is open daily from 5:00 AM to 11:00 PM. Call the parish secretary for the entry code before or after hours or to make an
Adoration commitment. For more information on the re-opening plan please check our website at www.stmaryassumptionparish.org
Immaculate Conception
The Adoration Chapel in Fr. White Hall is open daily from 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Please call Anita Scheer at (815) 739-9767 for the entry code before or
after hours or to make an Adoration commitment. For more information on the re-opening plan, please check our website at
www.icparishbraidwood.org

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY
If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

“D” Construction, Inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
1488 SO. BROADWAY
COAL CITY, ILLINOIS 60416

815-634-2555
FAX 815-634-8748

Doing it all!
“D” Services Include:
• Earthwork-Moving and Excavating
• Roadwork
• Trucking
• Carpentry
• Ironwork
• Concrete
• Fabrication
• Sewer & Water
• Bridgework
• Traffic Control
• Asphalt

Get this

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

weekly bulletin

MDMedAlert

delivered by

See

email - for FREE!

Your Ad

Sign up here:

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

WHY IS IT

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197
IN YOUR LOCAL
WHY ADVERTISE CHURCH
BULLETIN?

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at

1-800-621-5197

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
079500 Assumption Church (B)

in C O L O R

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at
least one church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the
advertising in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when
making a choice between businesses are inclined to choose the one who
advertised in the church bulletin.

on an ADVERTISED mattress

WHY IS IT?

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

$19.95 a month

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 9/30/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373
www.jspaluch.com

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your
home, or we’ll clean your
gutters for free.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Get it. And forget it.®

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Exceptional Floor Coverings
Exceptional Kitchen Designs

STEPHEN J. MEYER
Owner/Designer
717 N. Liberty, Morris
P-815-941-4505 • Fax-815-941-4650

Let us cater your next event!

815-518-5315

2155 E Division St, Diamond, IL

The Most Complete

FAMILY EYE CARE CENTER

634-8858
20 E. North Street
Coal City, IL 60416
Directory of
Order Online
Catholic Parishes Jonathan Micetich, O.D. (815) 634-4825 www.geospizza.net
Online National

(815) 584-1240

RESTORE

THERAPY

HeritageOfCare.com/dwight

SKILLED NURSING CARE

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

Check It Out Today!

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

For further information,
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
please call the Parish Office. www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

815-634-3453

155 S. Broadway • Coal City

815-448-2155

514 Depot St. • Mazon

N
NDERSON
TAX
S
SERVICES

MORRIS AUDIOLOGY
Brenene M. Brady, M.S., CCC-A Clinical Audiologist
Care for your hearing health
250 Water Stone Circle, Joliet
• Diagnostic Testing for Pediatrics thru Geriatrics • Hearing Aid Services 815-740-4104 • www.joliethospice.org
119 E. Jefferson St., Morris, IL 60450 • 815-941-4700

Serving
Eight Counties

HOSPICE • PALLIATIVE CARE • HOSPICE HOME

PO BOX 101 509 KENNEDY RD
BRAIDWOOD, IL 60408

Immaculate Conception Parishioner

Phone
Fax

(815) 458-0212
(815) 458-6272

“Over 27 years of Hometown Service”

Jerry Hallahan - Agent
1350 E. Division St., Diamond

(815) 634-2222

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call
Our Catholic family serving

J.S. Paluch
Flower Loft
1-800-621-5197 The815
-476-5638

the families of the Parish
since 1924
Coal City • Gardner
Morris • Wilmington

www.Reeves-Baskerville.com

jerry@jerryhallahan.com

Your
ad
could
be in
this
space!

BRIAN ZABEL, CPA, JD
1040 West Route 6 • Morris, IL 60450
Phone: (815) 941-9833 • Fax (815) 941-9835
brian@brianzabel.com

Bob’s Advanced Auto & Tire, Inc.
Complete Auto & Truck Repairs
p
24 Hour Towing

announces the availability of the newly renovated

BOB DAVIS - Owner/Operator

815-634-0004

60 E. Chestnut, Coal City
Located at:

180 S. Kankakee St. • Coal City
Reserving: Receptions • Parties •
Meetings for this Calendar Year can be
made by calling the business office at

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee

• Physical Therapy
• Acupuncture
• Sports Therapy

Dr. Juli Weber
079500 Assumption Church (A)

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608
• Quality Choice Meats •
• Fresh Produce •
• Deli/Bakery •
• Catering Available •

24 E. North Street
Coal City, IL
(815) 634-0445

100 S. Broadway, Coal City

815-634-4224
www.jspaluch.com

180 N. Front St., Braidwood

815-458-2114
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

